Abstract
Introduction
The importance of studying motorcyclists as participants in an alternative form of moto-mobility has recently been argued by Pinch and Reimer (2012) on the grounds that motorcycles are virtually absent in mobilities studies, yet represent a very different set of travelling dispositions and emotions relative to much-studied car drivers. As they point out, riding motorcycles is characterised by both a particular embodied experience of the 'here and now' (Hutch 2007 ) and higher risks compared to driving a car. Motorcycle mobilities have tended to be characterised as the preserve of working class heterosexual men or outlaw gangs, in part as a result of focused small cohort studies (e.g. Willis, 1978) and film and media coverage, which often results in the reiteration of simplistic stereotypes, e.g. motorcyclists as risk takers (Pinch and Reimer 2012) . Motorised sub-cultures and their relation to risk and gender will be discussed in more detail below, but at this point it is important to note 2 that different modes and purposes of transport and communication, result in different forms of mobility, as do different locational and social contexts, including the spatial settings or what has been described as the 'moorings' of particular mobilities (Cresswell and Merriman 2011; Hannam et al 2006) . Here, we are focusing specifically on the subject positions of spectators, set within the context of the place-temporality (Wunderlich 2010 ) of the TT (Tourist Trophy) motorcycle races in the Isle of Man.
The spatial context is important to this study '... spaces have their own grammar which can direct or limit mobility. They produce structural or infrastructural contexts for the practising of mobility. They are agents in the production of mobilities ... [and] they are also actively produced by the act of moving' (Cresswell and Merriman 2011: 7) . The TT races represent an intersection of a unique placetemporality and an assemblage of mobilities set in the context of the sub-culture or field of motorcycle road racing. The Isle of Man's wider place identity reflects its distinct political and cultural context, including its independent legislature (as a Crown Dependency outside the United Kingdom), as a historical resort for mass tourism in the Victorian and Edwardian eras (Cooper and Jackson 1989) , and as a distinct geographical entity as an island located in the Irish Sea. Mobilities are particularly important in shaping the experience of islands (Vannini and Taggart 2012) but equally islands require and afford particular mobilities. As Sheller and Urry (2004: 5) note, places are 'not fixed and unchanging but depend in part upon what happens to be practised within them'. For the Isle of Man, the TT races are an important part of those practices that provide the Island with an international iconic status within motorsports, as well as generating annual visitor spending of circa £19 million (Isle of Man Treasury, 2010) . For the duration of the TT festival the Island becomes a motorcycle-focused social and competitive space, shaped by its 'islandness' and its independent legislature, aspects of which are discussed below. First we outline the history and character of the TT races in order to set the scene for the following discussion. ' (16, Visitor, Male, [30] [31] [32] [33] [34] [35] [36] [37] [38] [39] [40] [41] [42] [43] [44] The TT races date from 1907 and the current course was inaugurated in 1911. Soon after it was established, the TT races were recognised as 'the most important sporting event on the calendar of the international motorcycling community' (Disko 2007: 3) . From the outset it was seen as a test of individual and national physical-industrial strength, for both racers and motorcycle manufacturers (Vaukins 2007) , with the top TT racers historically identified as embodying an ideal sporting masculinity (Disko 2007) . Part of that ideal was a willingness to face the risks associated with, and skills required by, the course. Between 1949 and 1975 The circuit is made up of 37.7 miles of public roads which are closed for the duration of the races and associated practice sessions. Races typically consist of four to six laps (i.e. 150 to 225 miles in total) with the fastest riders in recent years lapping the circuit at average speeds over 130 mph and reaching speeds of 200 mph on the straights. Although operated as a staggered time trial race to minimise collisions, the combination of its length and technical challenges have resulted in the TT being known as the ultimate challenge in motorcycle racing. This combination of risk and skill attracts extreme sport media, sponsors (such as Monster Energy), and a loyal body of spectators.
A brief account of the TT races '[the TT is] the Everest of motorsport and spectators share in the experience with the racers
Annual visitors to the TT festival number between 31,000 and 38,000 (2010-12), accompanied by over 10,000 motorcycles (Isle of Man Today, 2010) . TT visitor numbers inevitably have a huge impact on the social life and movements of the near 86,000 population of the island, including the mobilities and sense of place of those residents. The focus here, however, is on those who engage as spectators at the races, whether visitor or resident, with particular reference to motorcyclist spectators. The methodologies of data collection are outlined below before links between motorcyclists, risk, gender, identity and performance are discussed.
Methodologies
A multi-method approach was deployed in this study, echoing Falconer and Kingham's (2007) study of illegal street races. Informal interviews were initially conducted in two UK 'biker cafes' in order to identify key dimensions of TT experience from those who had previously attended the races. This pilot data informed the detailed questionnaire, which provided the core of data discussed here. The questionnaire, which included closed and open questions, and was completed by 167 respondents during TT Practice Week in 2010 and Race Week in 2011. These respondents were selected randomly 4 at locations where TT spectators were to be found: at various points around the course on race days and at other festival events. Eighty-one per cent of the sample comprised visitors (10 per cent international visitors) and 19 per cent island residents; two thirds were over 30 years of age; seventynine per cent identified as male and 21 per cent as female. No one self-identified as transgender and no visible ethnic minority spectators were encountered. Seventy-eight per cent of respondents were motorcycle riders. Where relevant, statistics are expressed as a percentage of those answering a given question; some questions allowed multiple responses, as reflected in the figures. Where Individual respondents are quoted below, they are identified by questionnaire number, visitor or resident status, gender and age group. The questionnaires were supplemented by stakeholder interviews, participant observation and 96 TT word association sheets were also completed by a separate random set of respondents attending TT events, rather than the races per se (see Figure 2) . Of the 94 per cent who recorded their personal details, 68 per cent were male and 32 per cent female; 33 per cent were local residents and 67 per cent visitors. It is also worth noting that our own research team broadly reflected these demographics of TT spectators: three men and one woman; the latter is Manx and grew up on the Isle of Man, while the three others were visiting (for the first time); two are daily motorcycle riders, and travelled to the IoM with their motorcycles.
Gender, speed and risk in driving cultures
Given the predominance of male spectators at the TT races, gendered identities are particularly salient to understanding the discursive framing of the event and the identity performance and practices at/in this time-place. The following section maps central debates on the social construction of gender and masculinities, these debates are then linked to discussions of speed and risk in wider driving cultures, including motorised sub-cultures.
Gender is a social construction, whereby social value, roles and expectations are associated with and performed by specific genders, in particular societies at a given time (Butler 1990; WGSG 1997) . As with the wider notion of identity, masculinity is diverse and relational (Connell 1995) and geographers have highlighted how the production of gender is tied closely to the production of space/place (Hopkins 2007; Leyshon and Brace 2007) , as well as intersecting with other identity markers/axes of difference (e.g. ethnicity, sexuality). Hence, within gender studies there has been a call for more attention to the geographical specificity of particular expressions of masculinity: (Berg and Longhurst 2003: 352) .
Masculinity, as a socially constructed attribute, functions in three key ways: as a position within a hegemonic hierarchy; as a system of gender relations and practices; and as an ideology which justifies patriarchy (Levy 2007 ). Connell 's (1987) concept of hegemonic masculinity identifies situated dominant ideals of manhood as power-wielding (over other men and all women), with other forms of masculinity existing in hierarchical relation to this ideal: 'complicit' (the majority of men), 'subordinate' and 'marginalized' masculinities. Significantly, hegemonic masculinity only needs to be supported by the majority of other men, rather than practised by them (Coles 2009 ). In this model 'complicit' men aspire to, and act out, some attributes of hegemonic masculinity, notably the subordination of women, and men who hold a 'subordinate' position within the hierarchy are those who fail to perform sufficient aspects/practices of accepted hegemonic modes of masculinity. Thus Levy (2007) (Coles 2009: 30) . Here we are attentive to the dynamic culture of hierarchical ranking of self and others by men (Connell 1987 , Levy 2007 ) which can produces a constant sense of surveilled masculinity (see Falconer and Kingham 2007; Evans and Wallace 2008: 485) , while acknowledging the potential presence of multiple dominant masculinities. As with the typologies of masculinity above, Connell's (1987) identification of women's 'emphasized', resistant and compliant femininities are far from allencompassing, but have nonetheless proved useful in analysing women's participation in motorised sub-cultures (Lumsden 2010) .
Numerous studies of 'boy-racers' have emanated from Willis' (1978) study of 'motor-bike boys', which highlighted a sub-culture in which working class young men attained status through the material culture of their motorcycles and their performative skill and risk-taking with those bikes.
Within these cohorts, dominated both quantitatively and symbolically by men, 'The touchstones of this world were manliness, toughness and directness of personal contact ' (Willis 1978: 13) . This resulted in a culture which was 'aggressively masculine', subordinated women, dehumanised ethnic 6 minorities and was disdainful of mainstream society, its norms and social hierarchies. The immediate experiential world was privileged and premature death through challenging the boundaries of rider skill and machine was valorised over the mundane everyday life: ' [...] after the boundaries of skill had been passed, when the rider could do nothing more to save himself. That was 'the way to go': at the point of maximum exertion and skill' (Willis 1978: 17) These studies provide useful insight to the mechanisms of gendered values and performances, with particular reference to technical knowledge and skill, as well as attitudes to speed and risk. It is to the question of risk and its intersection with motorcycling that we now turn.
Risk and motorcycling
Part of the allure of motorcycling is its association with risk-taking and the fantasy of adventure (Disko 2010) , but risk-taking is predicated on uncertain cost-benefits and outcomes (Trimpop 1994: 9) . Individuals' ability to identify risk is often inaccurate, risk-takers regularly underestimating risks (Yates and Stone 1992) . Risk-taking is a persistent attribute of masculinity per se (Coles 2009) , with various studies showing men tend to take greater risks than women, such as driving more dangerously and risky sexual practices (Courtney 1998). Women only tend to be more risk-optimistic when significant potential gains are combined with fixed minor costs (Harris et al 2006) . More specifically, gender is one of the key risk factors in motor cycle riding (Sexton et al 2004) , which is itself an inherently risky activity compared to car driving: motorcyclists are 46 times more likely to suffer a serious accident or be killed per kilometre travelled compared to car drivers (UK Department of Transport 2009; Pinch and Reimer 2012).
Indicators of risk include age, gender, experience, type of road, the nature and mechanical state of the motorcycle and driving conditions; hence, a 22 year old rider with 6 years' experience has a 50 per cent lower crash risk than a 17 year old rider with one year of experience (Sexton, Baughan, Elliot & Maycock 2004 , quoted in ROSA, 2011 . Attitudes to risk amongst motorcyclists have been classified into three groups by Sexton et al (2006) , with 'Realistic Acceptors' being two to three times higher in the accuracy of their perception of risk than 'Risk Deniers' and 'Optimistic Acceptors'.
While only 4 per cent of riders were unwilling to accept the objective risks presented to them for motorcycling per se, with the remaining 96 per cent agreeing that it was an acceptable risky activity, only 29 per cent worried about the risk (Sexton et al 2006: 19) . While there is a correlation between riders who accept "more risk", with riding fast, getting more pleasure from riding and making more errors, in broader terms 'Virtually all agreed that you had to accept some risk otherwise life would be too boring' (Sexton et al 2006: 10) . This suggests that motorcyclists tend to adopt a lifestyle values-based reflexive attitude to risk, however, 42 per cent of riders believed that the statistical risk to riders in their age category did not apply to them because of their ability as a rider, this being especially the case for older riders. In fact, most riders overestimate the objective risk faced by riders in their age category, but underestimate the risks faced by themselves as individuals (ibid.).
It has been suggested that those engaged in voluntary risky behaviour, are sensation-seeking rather than risk-seeking per se (Zuckerman 1994 ; also see Burke et al 2010) . Factors that predispose individuals to engage in sensation-seeking or risk-taking activity include their genetic makeup and sociological factors (Zuckerman 1994) . 'High sensation seekers' are willing to confront high risks to achieve their thrills, while 'low sensation seekers' do not consider the thrill as worthy of the risk. This reinforces Sexton et al's (2006) argument, which suggests a link between the acceptance of risk and the pleasure afforded by riskier motorcycle riding strategies. However, risk-taking choices are also dependent upon the motivational and emotional states of the individual at any one time, so that individuals could move from one category to another in accordance with their immediate circumstances and emotions. It is in this context that the notion of 'risk culture' is useful to this study. Lash (2000) uses the idea of risk culture (as opposed to risk society) to explain the role of the wider cultural context in risk evaluation, arguing that many such evaluations are based less on objective determinate judgement (e.g. statistical inference) than on aesthetic reflexive judgements, 8 which incorporate 'affective, embodied and habitual notions of taste' as well as mental reflective evaluations. He argues, 'reflexive judgement is at the heart of risk culture' (Lash 2000: 52) ; in other words, values rather than prescribed rules (or statistical evaluations) underlie those judgements, and cultural contexts, such as the norms of a particular place or event, can influence that judgement.. This concept of risk culture is of particular relevance when considering both the mobilities of motorcycling as a sub-culture and the particular place-temporality of the assemblage of place/ events/values /performances which make up the cultural festival of the TT races as the setting for particular gendered performances. The significance of spaces of meets or events has been relatively neglected in studies of motorised subcultures (Falconer and Kingham 2007; Hatton 2007) . As Leyshon and Brace (2007: 168) The TT races are highly regulated. Racers themselves are evaluated by a medical officer and their machines undergo technical scrutiny. There are over 400 marshals on duty for each practice and race, the course itself is continuously evaluated in light of weather conditions and other factors, and safety and crash barriers are installed where possible to maximise protection for racers and spectators. Likewise, the Isle of Man Department of Economic Development (IoM DED) and Infrastructure and the police force work closely together to manage both the event and the large numbers of motorcyclists visiting the island, with a view to minimising risk to visitors and residents (Interview Michael Doherty, IoMDED, 2010) . This is operationalized through mass safety awareness campaigns (see Figure 1 for the 2011 poster campaign), prohibited viewing spots, safety signs in key foreign languages, mobile speed cameras operated in speed-restricted residential areas and, since 2007, a one-way system enforced on the mountain section of the course for the full duration of the festival.
[Insert Figure 1 about here]
Nonetheless, risks remain for both racers and spectators. Over the more than 100 year history of the TT and associated Manx Grand Prix races, 227 riders have been killed racing the course (Corlett, 2010) . This averages two racers per year, with further casualties to spectators, track marshals and The very challenge of road-racing is itself an attraction for many riders. Guy Martin, a competitor who, for many, epitomises a certain TT ideal of 'authentic' road-racing masculinity, explained that he preferred road-racing to short track racing: (Martin, 2010) The attrition rate for competitors does not come near to the one in thirty fatalities experienced by those attempting to summit Mount Everest (see Burke et al 2010) , but the margin between success and life-threatening failure is miniscule. However, Varley et al (1992) , argued that the casualty rate In the case of the TT festival, Crowther (2007: 2) argues that not only does the journey to the island provide opportunities for 'self-formation', but that 'Engaged in a bodily escape, motorcycling visitors take time out to enjoy leisure, a release from chronological time and a retreat from a world both spatially and temporally'. This implies that the setting alters the individual's normal ways of perceiving the world, either through the lens of the TT's traditions and/or through feelings and attitudes shared with one's travelling companions which conceivably contribute to TT-grounded 'group-think' attitudes to risk. Helms (1984) refers to this group dynamic as 'risky shift behaviour' where, in some circumstances, individuals will take risks within a group that they would be unwilling to take on their own. Given that nearly 80 per cent of those attending the TT races are men, gender and constructs of masculinity are key to evaluating attitudes to risk and speed at the festival.
Perceptions and Experiences of watching the TT races
The first thing to note is that all spectators are travellers. With the exception in this case of residents who literally live on the circuit, all TT spectators have undertaken an elective purposive journey to attend the races. TT spectators are neither passive nor static. The majority of visiting spectators have journeyed across the Irish Sea, whilst international visitors (13 per cent of the sample, including those from Belgium, Italy, the United States, Australia and New Zealand) undertake medium to long-haul journeys, including those who have ridden across mainland Europe and the UK before reaching the ferry. The TT races attract a tremendously loyal core of supporters, and 68 per cent of respondents had attended previously, roughly equivalent to the 71. 'The speed and closeness of the bikes ' (1, R, M, 45-59) For these respondents the multiple and intersecting motivations and experiences cannot be separated; speed and risk are inherent to the event, but so are the local people, landscape and sense of communality in the crowd. While spectators' word association responses (see figures 2 and 3) linked the TT festival principally with 'beer', 'speed', 'fun' and 'excitement', they were closely followed by 'bike community' and 'friendly locals'. This suggests speed and excitement were privileged over risk per se (echoing Lumsden 2010) . It also highlights the significance of permanent attributes such as 'friendly locals', as well as the supporting programme of social events alongside the races. This also illustrates the dynamic mobility of place identity and practices that occur on the Speed, risk and associated adrenalin also featured in spectators' most memorable experiences. For 93 per cent of respondents, their most memorable experience of the TT couldn't be replicated elsewhere and was often was related to speed:
'... first visit when I couldn't believe the speed ' (113, Visitor, Male, [30] [31] [32] [33] [34] [35] [36] [37] [38] [39] [40] [41] [42] [43] [44] 'Watching John McGuiness go through the Grandstand at 183mph. AWESOME. (2007) ' (142, Visitor, Female, [45] [46] [47] [48] [49] [50] [51] [52] [53] [54] [55] [56] [57] [58] [59] Speed was also a factor determining spectators' preferences for where to view the course. Seventyseven per cent of respondents expressed a preference for viewing spots on the TT course, the most popular being: The Gooseneck (14 per cent) and Creg-ny-Baa (11 per cent). The most important factors affecting choice of viewing spot are: proximity to and view of the race action (58 per cent); access (13 per cent); facilities (10 per cent); and the weather (7 per cent).
Proximity to the course was a key spectator motivation; this allowed full appreciation of the skill and thrill of the race (notably at corners rather than faster straight sections of the course):
'... areas that are accessible and show skill and nerve ' (54, Visitor, Male, [45] [46] [47] [48] [49] [50] [51] [52] [53] [54] [55] [56] [57] [58] [59] 'To find a spot that has the best action and scary factor ' (55, Visitor, Female, [45] [46] [47] [48] [49] [50] [51] [52] [53] [54] [55] [56] [57] [58] [59] A minority of respondents were influenced by their concerns for their own and racers' safety, for example:
'safety travelling to viewing point ' (100, Resident, Male, [60] [61] [62] [63] [64] [65] [66] [67] [68] [69] [70] [71] [72] [73] [74] 'somewhere relatively safe - [I] do not want to see anyone hurt ... ' (22, Visitor, Female, [45] [46] [47] [48] [49] [50] [51] [52] [53] [54] [55] [56] [57] [58] [59] years).
These comments suggest that some spectators mobilise strategies for managing and minimising personal risk, both physical and emotional. However only 2 per cent of respondents indicated that 'too many' TT-related accidents or fatalities would deter them from attending the races: The pivotal aspect of spectator attitudes to risk is a shared sense of risk generated by the culture which surrounds the TT, namely that the spectators respect the risks taken by the racers and want to be allowed to judge their own risks associated with their active participation in the festival, especially when choosing where to view the race. As one female visitor explained:
'When I started coming, you could watch anywhere. Health and Safety has gone madpeople know the risks ... ' (135, Visitor, Female, [45] [46] [47] [48] [49] [50] [51] [52] [53] [54] [55] [56] [57] [58] [59] .
Spectator experiences of motorcycle riding at the TT
Public participation in riding the circuit represent a near-unique mobility for motorsport spectators, allowing motorcyclists to participate in their own form of embodied extreme sport through emulating their race heroes. This is the defining moment of the TT experience for some respondents:
' [Riding] fast over the mountain one way ... ' (116, V, M, 60-74) .
'Riding Glen Helen [section of the course] and getting it just right ... ' (139, V, M, 60-74) .
For the latter respondent, his satisfaction was in the embodied-emotional experience of perfecting his own moto-mobility skill at one single time-place -not watching a professional racer do the same thing. This reflects Crowther's (2007: 2) However, is the phenomenological experience of spectators riding the TT course universal and is this inflected by differentiated attitudes to risk? In response to a direct question on motorcycle riding during the TT festival, 31 per cent reported riding their bike faster during the TT period. In terms of gendered attitudes to risk, it is significant that this cohort was made up entirely of male visitors, and included 12 per cent of international survey respondents, suggesting that these men conform to the categories of 'Risk Deniers' or 'Optimistic Risk Acceptors'. However, there was considerable variation within this group. Some referred simply to the legal opportunity to ride a little faster on the Island than elsewhere, others to optimising their participation in the event by riding the course, and others to the opportunity to ride their machines to their full capacity: 'Faster ... because I can' (136, Visitor, Male, [60] [61] [62] [63] [64] [65] [66] [67] [68] [69] [70] [71] [72] [73] [74] '... yes, I can use the bike as intended over mountain ' (3, Visitor, Male, [30] [31] [32] [33] [34] [35] [36] [37] [38] [39] [40] [41] [42] [43] [44] 'Go fast over the mountain as many times as possible ' (116, Visitor, Male, [60] [61] [62] [63] [64] [65] [66] [67] [68] [69] [70] [71] [72] [73] [74] While this confirms the correlation between speed, risk-taking and masculinity, and is suggestive of riskier riding within the context of the place-temporality and speed-valorising culture of the TT races, in contrast to studies of 'boy-racers' which have linked risky riding with youthful working class masculinities, these men were in fact drawn from a variety of age ranges and a range of occupations including a scientist, a pest controller, an accountant, a product manager, a police officer and a retired pensioner. This compels any analysis of pleasure in speed as more than a response to youthful social-economic disempowerment.
The response of one visitor exemplifies a context-sensitive and enhanced-risk taking approach while immersed in the place-time context of the speed culture of the TT races: 'Faster. Willing to take more risk than back home.... ' (121, International Visitor, Male, [30] [31] [32] [33] [34] [35] [36] [37] [38] [39] [40] [41] [42] [43] [44] years).
It is argued that being a tourist is to occupy a liminal role with 'a temporary marginality' (Ryan and Hall 2001: 1) , whereby . tourists free from everyday obligations can 'leap' as if off a springboard (Jafari 1987), be temporarily immersed in the tourist world, then return back to everyday life and practices (Bowen and Clarke 2009 ). The responses above suggest that for these spectators, being set apart on the island with its different speed laws and the wider motorcycle festival, represents a liminal space in which they can behave differently, including riding faster and taking greater risks. ' (16, Visitor, Male, [30] [31] [32] [33] [34] [35] [36] [37] [38] [39] [40] [41] [42] [43] [44] Despite being surrounded by over 10,000 other motorcyclists on rural roads, one respondent rationalised that the risks were less than at those of fast traffic-heavy roads in the UK (Dartford, 'More carefully here due to volume of traffic and other road users ' (152, Visitor, Female, [30] [31] [32] [33] [34] [35] [36] [37] [38] [39] [40] [41] [42] [43] [44] 'Take a lot more care/ride slowly -more bikers and potential for accidents ' (83, Resident, Male, [45] [46] [47] [48] [49] [50] [51] [52] [53] [54] [55] [56] [57] [58] [59] 'I ride even more vigilantly as there is more need for 'life savers' before changing lanes due to other bikes ' (157, Visitor, Male, [20] [21] [22] [23] [24] [25] [26] [27] [28] [29] This group also included a range of ages and occupations: a salesperson, a retired analytical chemist, two engineers, a ski instructor, a computer software consultant and a university student. Notably, this group included women, indicating that female motorcyclists, although a relatively small cohort within the total motorcycle riding spectators at the TT festival (c. 5 per cent), are more likely to ride the same or more slowly than their male counterparts. One female motorcyclist attributed her safety to a lack of gendered competitiveness on the road, but also took extra personal care and limited her geographical range in order to minimise perceived risks: ' (142, V, F 45-59) .
Her comments suggest that it is harder for men to sidestep 'boy-racer' competitiveness. However, the majority of bike riders (54 per cent) reported no difference in how they ride their motorcycles when at the TT festival.
Conclusion
TT race spectators are predominantly male and the proximity to speed is central to their enjoyment of the TT races. However, spectator demographics and the total TT experience are more complex than those invoked by images of 'boy racers'. The attractions of the thrills of the race intersect with social, emotional, physical and aesthetic experiences within the local and visiting motorcyclist communities, as well as the unique TT-related mobilities experienced by spectators. The majority of spectators valorised speed and skill, but deployed optimistic-acceptance or risk denial in order to frame the race in terms of thrill and excitement rather than danger. Some of those spectators who explicitly recognised the risks undertaken by competitors showed this through badges and clothing which featured skeletons and other memento mori and participated in that risk-culture themselves by riding the course on Mad Sunday or in choosing riskier (increasingly prohibited) places to watch the races. While some of the men comprising the 31 per cent of motorcycling respondents who reported riding their bikes faster at the TT festival, were driven principally by a desire to experience their bikes at full-capacity and/or to emulate the competitors on the race circuit, half of this group stressed that they respected speed limits where they applied, i.e. operated within legal frameworks.
Over two thirds of motorcycle-riding TT spectators reported riding their bikes at the same speed as 20 or more slowly compared to other time-spaces. Thus despite the place-temporality of the TT races and its wider cultural field of speed, risk and competitiveness, only a minority of motorcyclist spectators practiced deliberate increased risk-taking. However, Sexton et al's (2006) study suggests that while this minority group may get more pleasure from riding fast, they are most vulnerable to making mistakes. Within the context of a competitive hierarchical environment which valorises risktaking and skill as an ideal-type of masculinity and implicitly encourages comparative performances by some spectators, risk-deniers and optimistic-acceptors are tempted to ride beyond their skill in order to gain status through performative risk-taking and/or higher thresholds of norms of speed emanating from the group-think of the TT race festival. That performance could be measured in terms of speed, or also captured by helmet-cams or professional still photographs of spectatorbikers as they ride the circuit, materialising the fantasy of TT experience in visual media, an ultimate souvenir which can be shared with others as both proof of and metonym for skill and experience.
The TT festival is a predominantly homo-social but heterosexual space, with a high proportion of men spending time largely in the company of other men and an ideal femininity exemplified by sponsors' 'podium girls' . However, despite the macho and 'tearaway' image popularly attributed to motorbike riders, which might be associated with hegemonic and complicit masculinities, the largely middle age and middle class cohort in this study reflects the wider demographics of motorcyclists in the British Isles and represented a variety of performative mobilities and multiple dominant masculinities at The TT festival, including sensation-seeking risk-takers and prudent risk-minimisers.
While female spectators were just as likely to seek the thrill of proximity to the circuit as their male counterparts, no women motorcyclists in this survey rode at greater speed during the festival. While female motorcyclists are taking greater risks relative to driving a car, thereby challenging gender assumptions about risk, they have a low tolerance for personal risk-taking and privilege selfpreservation over thrill-seeking riding. This echoes other studies of gender and risk which identify complex negotiations of compliant and resistant femininities on the part of 'girl-racers'.
Demographic analysis of those men willing to ride their motorcycles faster and those riding more carefully/slower than usual shows both cohorts are diverse groups, including different ages and different socio-economic occupational groups: both younger working class men taking greater care and older middle class men taking more risks than usual, while riding their motorcycles at the TT festival. While numerous studies of motorcyclist culture suggests inherent risk-taking, and the popular assumption of the TT races and their supporters might be of risk-taking young men, evidence from this detailed survey shows a more complex picture of the masculinities being practised by spectators at the TT races.
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This study attends to the specificity of spatial context for the performance of both mobilities and gender, with particular attention to masculinities. It exemplifies a particular inter-relation of mobilities and place identity, including in this case the notion of 'islandness', whereby the geographical location and independent legislation accommodates an extreme sport and a wider motor-cycle-focused cultural event, facilitates a sense of alterity and normalises a culture of speed and risk. In addition to underscoring the conceptual and methodological importance of situated research of mobiliities in specific place-temporalities, this study brings to light the highly significant and under-researched embodied, performative and emotional mobilities of spectators, a topic which merits more attention from mobilities scholars. It also demonstrates the importance of wider surveys of motorcyclist communities to complement small cohort ethnographic studies which have shaped much of existing analysis.
